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corn are given them to eat. But why do they fast, I en-
quire. Ans.— That the Great Spirit might love them and
make them good warriors. They have to do this on
account of their enemies, the Sioux, for they are often kill-
ing their people. Do the boys pray when they are fast-
ing? Ans.— No: for they have none to teach them how to
pray. Do you (speaking to the old woman) ever pray ?
Ans.— No: for I have never been taught and I do not know
how; if some one would come and teach me I should then
know how.

After this I made some inquiry respecting cultivating
the land and living as white people do. They replied they
should like it but perhaps their chief would not. At the
close I spoke of Jesus Christ and his gospel, and she made
answer that she had never heard of these things before.

Bones of the Mammoth have been discovered in the Red
Cedar in a state of petrifaction near P’s village. I saw
a piece of tooth supposed to be about one third of it which
weighed seven lbs. and was 6 or 7 inches long. As the In-
dians were very superstitious about letting it be known
where the bones were I was unable to see them. They
relate that they are constantly shifting their position;
that a man has been drowned where they are; and that
another raised some of the bones out of the river but
not thinking it quite right to retain them went and buried
them in the Prairie and died in about two days afterwards.
They therefore think that there is something very myste-
rious about them and hold them in great veneration. A
woman who had obtained a piece of a tooth kept it in the
most careful manner for medicine and would not part with
it on any account. A man who visited the village soon
after I did was attacked with a kind of bilious colic, they
immediately prepared some herb-drink tea and scraped in
some of the celebrated tooth, and required him to drink
it, which was thought to be a certain remedy.

4. Ap-pen-oor-es village, called Ah-taum-way-e-nauk,
(Perseverance Town).

This is situated upon the south side of the Des Moines



